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t.ainty that our poet was entirely careless about literary
fame, and could patiently endure to be made answer-
able for compositions which were not his own, without
using any means to undeceive the publick.

The bookseller for whom the first part of Sir John
Oldcastle was printed, " as it hath bene lately acted
by the Right Honourable the earl of Notingham Lord
High Adniirall of England his servants," was Tho-
mas Pavier, who however had the modesty to put
only the initial letters of his Christian and surname
(T. P.) in the spurious title-page which he prefixed
to it. In 1602, he entered the old copy of Titus
Andronicus on the Stationers' books, with an inten-
tion (no doubt) to affix the name of Shakspeare to it,
finding that our poet had made some additions to that
piece.

To this person we are likewise indebted for the
mistake which has so long prevailed7, relative to the
two old plays entitled The First Part of the Contention
between the two famous Houses of York and Lancas-
ter, and The true Tragedie of Richard Duke of Yorke,
which were printed anonymously in 1600, as acted
by the earl of Pembroke's Servants, and have erro-
neously been ascribed to our poet, in consequence of
Pavier's reprinting them in the year 1619, and then
for the first time fraudulently affixing Shakspeare's
name to them. To those plays, as to Oldcastle, he
put only the initial letters of his Christian and sur-
name. For him likewise, The Yorkshire Tragedy
was printed in the year 1608, and our poet's name
affixed to it.

The Life and Death of Lord Cromwell, published
in 1602, and ascribed to W. S. and the Puritan Wi-
dow, which was published in 1607, with the same

7 See The Dissertation on the Three Parts of King Henry VI.
in vol. xviii.